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Application for a place in Professional Practice (JD) LAW7423
	Clinical Period dates:
	Closing dates for applications:

	Clinical Period 3, 2012:
	12th July 2012 – 23rd November 2012 
	4 June  2012


* dates are inclusive of a 2-day Introductory Program and two changeover weeks.

NB RESULTS for Clinical Period 2 will be  - Mid January 2013
	Personal Details


	Student ID number
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Surname
	


	Given Names
	
	Telephone No.
	


	Details of Current Enrolment


	Course Title
	
	Course Code
	


	Course Start Date
	
	Expected Completion Date
	


	What units do you expect to be undertaking in conjunction with Professional Practice (please write name of unit)?



	

	

	


	Unit Details


	Why is this clinical period your preferred time for studying this unit?



	


	What is your reason for wanting to do this unit?



	

	


	Will you be studying full or part-time?
	Full Time:            (                        Part Time:            (


	What are your outside working commitments?   
How many hours per week do you work?  

How flexible are your work commitments?




	Have you worked or do you currently work in a community/voluntary legal service? If so, where and when?  For how long?  What sort of work do you do at the CLC?  


	

	


	Do you have any other relevant experience? If so, what?



	


	What language/s (if any) other than English do you speak?
	


	Have you read the unit information sheet attached to this Application?
	


PRIVACY
The information on this form is collected for the primary purpose of applying for enrolment in a Clinical Legal Education unit, which includes deciding whether your application will be granted and sending you related correspondence. If you choose not to complete all the questions on this form, it may not be possible for the Faculty to process your application. If you wish to access or inquire about the handling of your personal information contact the University Privacy Officer: privacyofficer@adm.monash.edu.au .

	Applicant’s Declaration


I declare that the information provided on this form and the information given to support my application is correct and complete. I acknowledge that the Faculty of Law reserves the right to vary or reverse any admission decision on the basis of incorrect or incomplete information.

In the event that my application is successful, I consent to my name being published on the student noticeboard in the Law Faculty basement and on the Monash law website on a list of successful applicants. 

I acknowledge that confirmation from the Convenor that I have been given a place in the unit does not constitute enrolment and that I must do this by submitting an Enrolment Amendment Form.

	Signature
	_______________________________________
	Date
	______________________________


Please lodge your application at the Law Student Services office on Level 1 of the Law building 
and keep a copy of the completed form for yourself.
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Professional Practice (LAW5216) (First/Second/Third Clinical Period)
Unit Information

This unit is an elective which carries 12 points and is available in all three clinical periods.

Objectives
Students completing this unit should have acquired (1) the ability to critically analyse legal principles and the legal system in the context of contemporary society; (2) an understanding of the extent to which the law and the legal system meet the needs of the community; (3) skills involving judgment, such as the investigation of facts, the recognition of issues, the analysis of problems and situations, the use of tactics and decision-making; (4) skills in oral and written communication required of lawyers, including interviewing, counselling, negotiating, advocacy and drafting; (5) an understanding of professional legal issues of ethics and morality.

Prerequisites

In order to be given a place in Professional Practice, students must have passed, as a minimum, Introduction to Legal Reasoning, Criminal Law and Procedure, Contract and Torts.

Places are subject to a quota.  In granting places, preference is given to students in the final semester of their degree.  The number of places available to students not in their final year varies in each clinical period according to demand.

Components

The student joins one of the two Legal Services with which the Faculty of Law is associated and attends a half-day client-intake session each week, plus additional time for follow-up work and discussion with their supervisor.  In addition a two-hour seminar is conducted each week.  Additional activities include either a case study report or a reflective journal (this is dependent on the particular Legal Service) and law reform and education projects.

Period and value

The unit is offered on a clinical period basis, that is, three times a year for 17 weeks. Please note that clinical period start and finish dates are different to those of normal semesters.  While University holidays and lecture breaks are observed in relation to seminars, attendance at the Legal Services is continuous except for public holidays.  The unit carries 12 points value in each clinical period. 
Introductory Program

In the week prior to the first week of the clinical period, a two day orientation is run at the Faculty and the Legal Services.  These dates are included in the application form under Clinical Period dates. Attendance is compulsory.
Workload

The workload in Professional Practice is substantial.  In addition to the formal components of the unit described above, the follow-up work required varies according to particular files and individual students, but on average will require a minimum of 1-2 additional days per week.  Once you have been given a place in the unit, you will be given the opportunity to nominate your preferred Legal Service session time.  In choosing your preferred time, note that it is necessary to be able to spend time at the Legal Service after client interviews have finished, to do the necessary follow-up work and to meet with supervisors.

Note: that it is not always possible to allocate you to a particular Legal Service session which suits you and it may be necessary for you to adjust your other weekly commitments in order to work on the session allocated.

Legal Services

Springvale Monash Legal Service is one of Australia's largest.  It is open five days and four evenings per week.  Four morning sessions, one afternoon session and one evening session are staffed by students.  Volunteers assist the Service on a regular basis.  The Legal Service operates in close co-operation with the Springvale Community Aid and Advice Bureau.

Monash-Oakleigh Legal Service is open five days and some evenings per week to serve the University and the surrounding communities.  The full range of University services can be accessed to assist clients.

Each Legal Service has its own management and its own responsibility to the community.  Students are invited to participate in discussion of policy and administration.  The legal work of each Legal Service is under the supervision of professionally qualified lawyers.

It is the philosophy of the Legal Services that legal advice should be accessible to the public and that self-help should be encouraged.

Both Legal Services handle a wide range of problems. The major categories are family, crime including traffic offences, consumer and debt problems, motor accidents, tenancy problems and social security problems.  Every person seeking assistance is interviewed, and may be satisfied with advice only (between one third and one half of interviews result in advice only).  If not, the Service then recommends to the client whether the matter should be handled by the student under supervision of the relevant member of staff or whether the matter should be referred to a local solicitor, under legal aid or otherwise.  If the matter goes to court, counsel may be instructed and the student is given the opportunity to attend the hearing.

While the nature and extent of student workload varies according to a number of factors and the student experience at each Legal Service may appear superficially to be different, the fundamental learning experience available to every student is the same.  Every student is exposed to the operation of the law and the legal process in their social context and learns the essential skills of communication, analysis and judgment and the demands of professional ethics.

Seminars

Once a week, all students attend a session designed to provide a wider legal and/or social perspective and experience in skills such as interviewing, negotiation and advocacy.  Professional ethics, their relevance to the practice of law and the consequences of breaches of codes of conduct are examined.  Student participation, critical discussion and analysis are central.

Advocacy program

The Professional Practice Advocacy program has been developed to provide students with training and experience in Magistrates' Court, Federal Magistrates Court and Family Court appearances and tribunal experiences.  All students participate in one Advocacy seminar within the Professional Practice seminar program.  
A highlight of the program in all clinical periods is the possibility of appearing on behalf of a Legal Service client before the Magistrates' Court, Federal Magistrates Court or Family Court.  The Judges and Magistrates have agreed to give leave to Professional Practice students to appear (under supervision) on behalf of Legal Service clients in certain categories of cases.  This is an opportunity unique to Professional Practice.

Full details of the Advocacy program are contained in the unit guide distributed at the beginning of each clinical period.

Community Engagement projects

At both Legal Services, all students are involved in ongoing community engagement projects.  This component of the course is valued at 20 marks.
.
Commitment

As the unit is integrated with public Legal Services which are operated continuously, regular attendance is essential, from the taking-over of clients' files at the beginning of the unit to the hand-over at the end.  `Change-over' weeks are the two additional weeks at the end of each clinical period and overlap with the first two weeks of the next clinical period.  Attendance at seminars is compulsory.  Reliability and punctuality are essential.
Assessment (see attached pages)
Throughout each clinical period, emphasis is placed on the development by each student of (i) understanding of the legal process in its social context, and (ii) analytical and decision-making skills.  Halfway through the clinical period there is an informal 'mid-term' assessment when teachers discuss strengths and weaknesses with each student individually.

The remaining assessment can be either a written assignment or a case report which incorporates student appearances or reflection on cases handled or a reflective journal.  Details are attached.

Advanced Professional Practice

Completion of Professional Practice qualifies a student for a place in Advanced Professional Practice.  This is a 6 point unit which enables students to develop expertise in a specialised area of legal practice.  Further information is available from the Advanced Professional Practice Unit Information (available from the Law Student Services Office).

Prescribed Material

Hyams et al, Practical Legal Skills 3rd Edition, (Oxford University Press, 2007)
A large-format diary (to plan client consultations and follow-up work).
Recommended Reading
The Law Handbook, Fitzroy Legal Service
Lawyers Practice Manual (Vic) published by SMLS and Thomson (can be accessed at the legal services in hard copy or through the law library database)
Initial Enquiries: Jayne Champion – Law Student Services

Ph: 9905 5301 or jayne.champion@monash.edu
Ross Hyams
Convenor, Legal Practice Programs

Tel: 9905 3352

email: ross.hyams@monash.edu
Professional Practice (LAW5216) 
Assessment
1.
Legal Service work
a)
Casework at the Legal Service may be broken down into a number of aspects or processes.  These are set out on a separate sheet, available on request = 60%

b)
Involvement in a community engagement activity – The aim of this work is to enable you to understand the impact of laws and legal processes on the clients of the Legal Service and to analyse possible avenues for reform. Your involvement may take the form of research on a particular area of injustice or the preparation of educative materials. This will be decided upon with discussion with your supervisor who will assess your input = 20%

2.
Written work required to be completed.  SMLS and MOLS have different requirements for this component of the unit = 20%
a) SMLS students only
Case Study Report - Students are required to prepare and submit a written case study report (approximately 2,000 words).  The case study must be an examination of a case and/or cases handled by the student at the Legal Service.  The cases examined may incorporate cases where student appearances were conducted.  The purpose of the case study report is to enable you to reflect on your cases and examine the following:

· the role you played 

· the impact of laws and legal processes 

· possible avenues of law reform 

· any relevant issues of law, procedure or ethics

b) MOLS students only
Reflective Journal - This is a core component of the assessment at MOLS.  The journal is written and submitted either weekly or fortnightly to your supervisor.  The purposes of the journal are to enhance your experience at the Legal Service, develop your reflective practice, to encourage analysis reflection and growth as a student and practitioner.  Full details of the aim of the reflective journal as well as its assessment are contained in the attached “reflective journal” document.  

Students are encouraged to do student appearances (as described above) for clients.  Whilst students must have a court supervisor (usually a barrister or solicitor) oversee their appearance and the supervisor gives a mark for the appearance, the supervisor’s mark is absorbed into the reflective journal assessment.  It is also expected that the student appearance would provide material for inclusion into a reflective journal. There is no specific student appearance program at MOLS which would exclude the requirement to complete the reflective journal throughout the clinical period. 

Notes

1.  Three minimum requirements for passing the unit are:


i/ attendance at the Legal Service, tutorials and seminars, as prescribed;


ii/ obtaining a pass mark for Legal Service work as well as a pass in the unit as a whole; and


iii/ completing the written assignment or appearances or reflective journal

There is no formal examination.

2. Half way through the clinical period there is an informal ‘mid-clinical period’ assessment when teachers discuss strengths and weaknesses with each student.

3.  If, at the end of the unit, further work is required of an unsatisfactory student, or if a supplementary or special examination is awarded, it will not usually be possible for the student to carry on at the Legal Service as before.  In-coming students must take over.  Instead, in addition to any re-writing of the Case Study Report which may be required, the student will be set revision work consisting, for example, of the preparation of detailed summaries and critiques of selected Legal Service files.

4. If a student fails the unit, the opportunity to repeat it will depend on the Convenor’s decision as to the availability of a place in a subsequent unit.
Ross Hyams
Convenor, Legal Practice Programs

Tel: 9905 3352

email: ross.hyams@monash.edu
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