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Application for place in Law Reform & Community Development  LAW5217
	Semester Application:
	Closing dates for applications:

	Semester 2 2012 (23rd July-19th October 2012)
	25th June, 2012

	This unit is available Semester 1 & 2 of the academic year only.


NB RESULTS for Semester 1, 2012 will be available: 9 July, 2012
	Personal Details


	Student ID number
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Surname
	


	Given Names
	
	Telephone No.
	


	Details of Current Enrolment


	Course Title
	
	Course Code
	


	Course Start Date
	
	Expected Completion Date
	


	What units do you expect to be undertaking in conjunction with LRCD (please write name of unit)?



	

	

	

	


	Unit Details


	Why is this your preferred clinical period for studying this unit?



	


	What is your reason for wanting to do this unit?



	

	


	Will you be studying full or part-time?
	Full Time:            (                        Part Time:            (


	What are your outside working commitments?   
How many hours per week do you work?  

How flexible are your work commitments?




	Have you worked or do you currently work in a community/voluntary legal service or any other community based organisation? If so, where and when?  For how long?  What sort of work do you do within this organisation?


	


	Do you have any other relevant experience? If so, what?



	


	What language/s (if any) other than English do you speak?
	


	Have you read the unit information sheet attached to this Application?
	


	Where did you find out about the Clinical Legal Education units?
	


PRIVACY
The information on this form is collected for the primary purpose of applying for enrolment in a Clinical Legal Education unit, which includes deciding whether your application will be granted and sending you related correspondence. If you choose not to complete all the questions on this form, it may not be possible for the Faculty to process your application. If you wish to access or inquire about the handling of your personal information contact the University Privacy Officer: privacyofficer@monash.edu
	Applicant’s Declaration


I declare that the information provided on this form and the information given to support my application is correct and complete. I acknowledge that the Faculty of Law reserves the right to vary or reverse any admission decision on the basis of incorrect or incomplete information.

In the event that my application is successful, I consent to my name being published on the student noticeboard in the Law Faculty basement and on the Monash law website on a list of successful applicants. 

I acknowledge that confirmation from the Convenor that I have been given a place in the unit does not constitute enrolment and that I must do this by submitting an Enrolment Amendment Form.

	Signature
	
	Date
	


Please lodge your application at the Law Student Services office on Level 1 of the Law building 
and keep a copy of the completed form for yourself.
LAW REFORM AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (LAW5217)

Unit Information

This unit is an elective which carries 6 points and is available in all three clinical periods. It is an adjunct to the major clinical unit of Professional Practice LAW 5216 and is designed to assist students to understand the impact of the law on minority groups in contemporary society.

Synopsis: 

The unit is conducted from the Springvale Monash Legal Service (SMLS) which is situated in the City of Greater Dandenong, a region rich in cultural diversity. In the context of service to clients and the community, this unit will promote a rounded understanding of the possibilities for law reform and community development in a clinical legal education setting.

Objectives:
Students who successfully complete this unit will:

· understand the impact of the law and the legal system on members of the community as individuals and as groups - particularly those who are disadvantaged - within a social, economic and political context
· understand and have developed the skills necessary to advocate for social justice in a socio-legal context
· understand the legal needs of relevant communities and be aware of the processes for responding to these needs through collaboration with NGO and government service providers
· be able to integrate their knowledge of particular areas of law with perceived community and client group disadvantage. 
· understand the links between inadequate law / administration of the legal system with actual injustice.
· be able to utilize affective advocacy directed at law reform.

Assessment: 
2 research activities or a combination of research and practical activities.
2 research activities (for example, a submission to government on a specific aspect of law reform; a set of community explanatory statements concerning projected changes to local environmental regulation; a brief to media on the regional effects of gaming policy and regulation)  (2,400 words each)
 = 50% each 

OR
1 research activity (2,400 words) and 1 practical activity (for example, consult with a specific community on the design of a local legal framework to limit recidivism in the incidence of ‘hoon’ driving behaviour in that community and publish a brief report of that consultation; consult on and develop a legal framework for a strategic local initiative to divert persons charged with combined mental health/drug-related offences into NGO-sponsored rehabilitation programs) = 50% each

OR

1 individual research activity (2400 words) and 1 joint research activity involving 2 or more students (2,400+words) = 50% each

NOTE: There is no formal examination.

Contact Hours: Attendance at 16 hours seminar program within the first 8 weeks of the clinical period. Additional involvement of approx 1 day per week for community consultations, research, preparation of materials and community presentations.

Prerequisites: LAW1101 Introduction to Legal Reasoning. Applications are available from the Law Student Services Office. Exact application deadlines are printed on the application form.

Enrolment: This unit is open to non-law students. Enrolment is restricted to 12 students per clinical period. Prospective students are selected on the basis of their applications.

Initial Enquiries: Renee Giblin – Law Student Services

Ph: 9905 3838 or renee.giblin@monash.edu
Ross Hyams

Convenor, Legal Practice Programs

Tel: 9905 3352

email: ross.hyams@monash.edu
Law Reform and Community Development LAW 5217
Program Overview

Weighting: 6 points
Available: clinical periods 2 & 3 to students from law faculty and other faculties

Law Reform and Community Development (LRCD) elective will provide students with the opportunity to experience first hand and to understand the impact of the law on members of the community, particularly those who come from marginalised or disadvantaged backgrounds.

LRCD will be conducted from the Springvale Monash Legal Service (SMLS), which is situated in the City of Greater Dandenong (CGD), a region rich in cultural diversity, housing many newly arrived migrants and refugees, many of whom have suffered trauma and discrimination throughout their lives. Further, this region has high levels of unemployment, truancy, crime and homelessness
. Students enrolled in LRCD will in many cases be working on a number of issues relevant to marginalised and disadvantaged community members, through the avenues of law reform, advocacy and community legal education.

The hands-on experience students will receive through advocating for social justice for these community groups will enable them to develop a unique understanding of how the law impacts upon these communities. They will be able to analyse the social, political and economic channels and processes through which laws are made and implemented and will develop skills which will allow them to facilitate change through these channels. Further, students enrolled in this subject will often be working and consulting with other agencies which promote social justice, such as other community legal services, and will have the opportunity to network with workers from these agencies. This subject will facilitate future engagement and possible employment with organisations in this sector.

SMLS has a long history of involvement in community development activities through the community development (CD) component of the undergraduate subject, Professional Practice (Prof Prac). By enrolling in LRCD students will have the opportunity to have extensive involvement in law reform and community legal education activities that are relevant to the community and laws affecting disadvantaged people.

Recent projects conducted by students in Prof Prac provide useful examples of the type of work which students enrolled in this new elective may undertake.

1. Fatal police shootings and mental illness: Fatal police shootings in Victoria make up roughly half those in Australia. Students involved in this CD project have contributed to contemporary debate and law reform through the promotion of a more conciliatory and less confrontational mode of police practice in crisis situations involving individuals suffering from mental illness. Students in this group have conducted considerable research, including consultation with the parents of an individual fatally shot by the police, and have written a number of discussion papers. They have also presented findings and recommendations to parliamentary law reform committees, the State Coroner, various conferences and through media channels. Related work in the Coroners Court has lent support to the notion of a human rights-based approach in this court. Further, student work has been included in reports written by the Office of Police Integrity and other government and non government agencies. More recently, these students have consulted with mental health workers in Crisis Assessment and Treatment services, identifying inconsistencies and gaps in service, and preparing educational material.

2. Therapeutic Jurisprudence: The Criminal Justice Diversion Program (Diversion): Diversion is an example of therapeutic jurisprudence with many overwhelmingly positive aspects, but which had not been independently critiqued. The discretionary nature of the program, which places quasi-judicial authority on police and potentially excludes defendants who are unaware of it, results in issues of access to justice and a lack of parity in application of Diversion. This often affects those least likely to obtain competent and timely legal assistance. Students involved in this project consulted with lawyers, Magistrates, police officers and Diversion Coordinators to determine their opinions and to identify any parts of the program which required further examination. SMLS hosted a forum on diversion, and a discussion paper was prepared and sent to stakeholders. Following this, students presented the findings of this paper to relevant stakeholders.

3. Child Neglect: Child neglect has been viewed by many as nebulous, silent yet pervasive in Australian parenting. The subjective definition of child neglect, compounded by myriad parenting practices adopted in Australia due both to multiculturalism and other factors, makes it difficult to identify and equally difficult to prevent. Students involved in this CD group consulted with various experts and agencies and developed, in partnership with Open Channel, a community education television commercial which was aired on Channels Seven and Nine in Victoria.

4. Sudanese Community Development project: The recent influx of South Sudanese refugees into Australia has been strongly felt within the South East region of Melbourne. Students engaged in this project prepared presentations on relevant legal topics and presented this information to newly arrived South Sudanese refugees. Following this, students have conducted focus groups with South Sudanese refugees living in Victoria to document certain aspects of Customary Sudanese law in order to provide a comparison with Victorian legislation. This project, which has drawn considerable public attention, with many stakeholders curious about the findings, will provide the opportunity for policy makers, the police, the judiciary and politicians to make informed, respectful decisions when creating policy and in their day-to-day practice when working with members of this vulnerable community.

As evident from the examples above, this subject does not conform to any single style of practice, and the methods employed by students will vary greatly depending on the nature of their chosen area of examination. Students will be encouraged, and will have discretion, to align their activities to those areas of law and society which they feel passionate about.

Students who wish to explore the social impact of the legal system and would like to consolidate their casework experience with a systemic experiential-based social outlook, and who would like to do further work in the social justice sector, will find this subject very beneficial. This subject will provide an opportunity to engage in systemic community-based activities which is not available in most other subjects or legal careers.

Initial Enquiries: Jayne Champion  – Law Student Services

Ph: 9905 5301 or jayne.champion@monash.edu
�	Over half the residents of the CGD were born overseas, with this region holding the highest rate of limited fluency in English of all regions in Victoria. This region has approximately 33% more early schools leavers compared to the average rate in Victoria, with low levels of university attendees, higher levels of unemployment and lower levels of income. Alleged criminal offending is 18% higher in this region than the state average, with drug offences rating more than twice the state average. There is also a significant perception of fear of crime amongst the population. For further information see: ‘City of Greater Dandenong, A statistical snapshot of those who live and work in Greater Dandenong 2003’
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